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Alcohol is the most widely used drug in Australia. 
Alcohol is a depressant, meaning it slows down 
the messages travelling between the brain 
and the body. Alcohol affects every individual 
differently based on a range of factors, including:

	n Your size, weight and health
	n Whether you’re used to alcohol consumption
	n Whether other drugs are taken around the same time
	n The amount of alcohol consumed
	n The strength of the alcohol

Facts about 
alcohol

Effects
Some common effects of alcohol 
consumption include:

	n Feeling relaxed
	n Slower reflexes
	n Difficulty concentrating

	n Increased confidence
	n Feeling happier or 

sadder (depending on 
your mood)

Excessive consumption may lead to:
	n Confusion
	n Blurred vision
	n Nausea/vomiting

	n Memory loss
	n Passing out
	n Coma

Regular consumption of alcohol may 
eventually have the following long-
term effects:

	n Regular colds/flu
	n Depression
	n Poor memory and brain damage
	n Difficulty getting an erection
	n Difficulty having children
	n Liver disease
	n Cancer
	n High blood pressure and heart 

disease
	n Financial, work and social problems

Binge drinking
The term ‘binge drinking’ 
generally refers to drinking 
heavily over a short period 
of time with the intention 
of getting drunk, resulting 
in immediate and severe 
intoxication. Binge drinking 
can be harmful in a number 
of ways:

	n Short-term harms including 
hangovers, headaches, 
nausea, shakiness and 
possibly vomiting and 
memory loss. There is also 
the risk of alcohol poisoning 
which can cause death.

	n Behaviour-based risks 
including falls, assaults, 
car accidents, shame and 
embarrassment, loss of 
valuable items and financial 
losses through reckless 
spending while intoxicated.

	n Long-term harms 
including becoming 

dependent on alcohol 
and developing liver or 

brain damage.
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Tips for low-
risk drinking

	n Set limits for yourself and 
stick to them. Don’t let other 
people pressure you into 
drinking more than you want.

	n Quench your thirst first. 
Have a non-alcoholic drink 
first if you are thirsty.

	n Drink slowly. Take sips, 
not gulps.

	n Drink from a small glass. 
Some wine glasses can hold 
several standard drinks.

	n Be aware of exactly what 
you’re drinking. Pre-mixed 
drinks can be quite strong, 
even if they don’t taste like 
strong alcohol.

	n Eat before and while 
drinking. Avoid salty snacks 
as they can make you thirsty.

	n Avoid getting into ‘rounds’ 
or ‘shouts’. They are likely 
to make you drink more than 
you would otherwise.

	n Avoid ‘top ups’. Drink one 
drink at a time so it’s easier 
to keep track of how much 
you are drinking.

Drink spiking
Drink spiking is when someone deliberately adds alcohol or another 
drug to your drink without your knowledge. People may spike 
drinks as a prank to get someone drunk or high, but also sometimes 
to assault or rob someone. Estimates suggest that one-third of drink 
spiking incidents are associated with a sexual attack. Drink spiking 
is illegal in all Australian states and territories and penalties include 
fines and imprisonment ranging from two to 25 years.

Most commonly, drinks are spiked with extra alcohol. Despite 
media reporting, drink spiking with drugs such as GHB and 
Rohypnol is very rare. Drugs that are used to spike drinks are 
usually depressants that make you act like you are drunk or feel 
like you are about to pass out.

How do I stop my drink being spiked?
	n Always watch your drinks and your friend’s drinks when you’re 

out at a pub, club or party
	n Many people have their drinks spiked by someone they know – 

to avoid this, buy or pour your own drinks
	n If someone you don’t know well offers you a drink, always go 

to the bar with them

How do I know if my drink has been spiked?
If your drink has been spiked, you may not be able to see, smell or 
taste it. The drug or extra alcohol may be colourless and odourless 
and may not affect the taste of your drink. Warning signs include:

	n Feeling dizzy or faint
	n Feeling ill or sleepy
	n Feeling drunk even if you think you haven’t had much 

alcohol to drink
	n Passing out
	n Waking up feeling uncomfortable and confused, with memory 

blanks about the night before

What to do if your drink is spiked
	n Ask someone you trust to help you get to a safe place
	n If you feel unwell or have been sexually assaulted, go to the 

emergency department of the nearest hospital
	n Ask your doctor to test for the presence of drugs – urine 

or blood tests can pick up traces of certain drugs up to 
24 hours later

Getting help 
for a drinking 
problem
If your use of alcohol is affecting 
your health, family, relationships, 
work, school, financial or other life 
situations, you should try to get help. 
Call the Australian Drug Foundation 
on 1300 85 85 84 or visit adf.org.au 
for support services near you.
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How can I tell if my 
friend needs help?
Your friend may need help if they:

	n Can’t talk properly and have 
glazed eyes

	n Are acting strangely and doing 
stuff they wouldn’t normally do

	n Are vomiting
	n Are falling over and running into 

things or can’t walk straight
	n Have passed out

What should I do?
Be there for them
The most important thing to do 
when a friend is seriously drunk 
is to stay with them. If you can’t 
be there, make sure that another 
friend, who isn’t as drunk as they 
are, stays with them.

Stop the booze 
and start the food
Try to get your friend to eat 
something, or to drink a non-
alcoholic drink. If possible, 
prevent them from drinking any 
more alcohol. Taking them to 
get something to eat can be a 
good way of slowing down their 
drinking without it seeming 
like you’re trying to tell them 
what to do.

Recovery position
If your friend wants to lie down, 
make sure they’re on their side, 
with something behind their back 
to prevent them rolling over on to 
their back or stomach. It’s important 
to do this, because if they vomit 
while lying on their back they 
can choke.

Get them home safely
Try to make sure your friend makes 
it home okay, even if it means 
having them stay over at your place 
for the night.

Get help
If your friend loses consciousness 
and can’t be woken, call an 
ambulance immediately and rally 
any nearby adults for support.

How do I know if my 
friend is in trouble?
Sometimes being drunk is 
relatively harmless and just 
results in a hangover the next day. 
However, excessive drinking can 
cause alcohol poisoning, which can 
potentially cause your friend some 
serious damage. The following are 
signs of alcohol poisoning:

	n Mental confusion, passing out 
or coma

	n Vomiting
	n Seizures/shaking
	n Slow or irregular breathing
	n Low body temperature, paleness 

and blue skin

Call 000 if your friend is experiencing 
any of these symptoms.

Afterwards
If you’re worried about your friend, 
or annoyed that they ruined your 
night, say something to them 
another time – there’s nothing to be 
gained by arguing with them while 
they’re drunk.

When it’s a regular thing 
If you’re worried about your friend’s 
drinking, or if they get seriously 
drunk on a regular basis, you 
might want to talk to them about it 
sometime when you’re both feeling 
a bit better.

Friends look out for each 
other, and that’s especially 
important when you’ve been 
drinking. Drinking alcohol 
involves some very real risks. 
If one of your friends is in a 
bad way, there are things 
you can do to help keep 
them safe. You may also 
want to know how to talk to 
them afterwards if you have 
concerns about their drinking.

Helping a drunk friend

https://www.facebook.com/streetsmarthandbooks/


Our crew are dedicated to customer service and pride themselves in being at the 
very top of their game in the angling community.

With a passion for supporting the youth in our local community we are proud 
to sponsor STREETSMART!

Airlie Beach Fishing Charters also has private fi shing charters available! The prices 
will include: environmental park fee (reef tax) per person, complimentary bottled water, 

suncream, restroom access, and high quality equipment such as rods, reels, and bait 
proudly sponsored by Shimano. Additionally, lunch is included in the prices for the 

6-hour and 8-hour Airlie Beach Fishing Charters.

Mob: 0427 863 474
Email: abfi shingcharters@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!

For a full list of our packages or 
to make a booking please visit 

www.airliebeachfi shingcharters.com.au

Victor Petelo
Director + Mortgage Broker,  2fi fty2 Finance
Don’t wait any longer to achieve your property dreams! 
Contact me today for a free consultation. Let’s discuss your 
goals and explore the best mortgage options available to you.

What I Off er
1. First Home Buyer Assistance
2. Refi nancing Solutions
3. Investment Property Financing
4. Self-Employed Mortgage Support
5. Tailored Mortgage Solutions

With 45+ Lenders on panel to 
ensure the right solution for you 

Email: victor.petelo@2fi fty2.com.au
Follow me on Facebook & Instagram!

PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
STREETSMART

https://airliebeachfishingcharters.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/abfishingcharters/
https://www.instagram.com/airliebeachfishingcharters/
mailto:abfishingcharters%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:victor.petelo%402fifty2.com.au?subject=
https://2fifty2.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571399891061
https://www.instagram.com/2fifty2finance/
https://2fifty2.com.au/
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Facts about drugs
Illicit drugs are never safe, and when you 
take them you’re not only damaging your 
health but breaking the law. Taking drugs 
affects your health and creates havoc with 
your social life, work, school, friends and 
family. Drugs affect your central nervous 
system. As a young person, your brain is 
still growing and won’t be fully formed 
until your mid-20s. Taking drugs affects 
your developing brain by:

	n damaging connections within the brain
	n reducing your ability to experience pleasure or reward
	n causing memory and learning problems
	n making it hard to control impulses

Make sure you’re aware of how different types of drugs 
can affect you.

Say no 
to drugs
Illicit drugs such as cocaine, 
heroin, MDMA (ecstasy), LSD, 
methamphetamine (ice) and 
cannabis (except for medicinal 
purposes) are illegal to possess, 
use, sell or manufacture in 
Australia. Penalties for drug 
offenses range from fines to 
lengthy imprisonment.

https://www.facebook.com/streetsmarthandbooks/


A training organisation run by current fi rst responders with real world emergency experience!
Delivering proven training solutions to ensure workplace safety

Trusted by employers across the nation.
Nationally accredited courses.

Same day certifi cates.
Trainers with real world experience.

Training delivered in the convenience of your workplace.
Training packages tailored to your workplace needs.

For a full break down of our services visit www.bluelinetraining.com.au
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!

Mob: 0400 221 388 | Email: chris@bluelinetraining.com.au

PROUDLY SUPPORTING STREETSMART & OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS/STUDENTS!

Helping You Navigate the NDIS with Confi dence!
 NDIS Access Applications  Support Coordination  Specialist Support Coordination

At Rosie Disability Services, we focus on your goals and choices. Our experienced team 
is here to support young people, students, and families every step of the way.

Whether you’re exploring the NDIS for the fi rst time or need help coordinating your 
supports, we’re here to make it simple.

 Contact Us Today!  rosiedisabilityservices.com.au 

 info@rosiedisabilityservices.com.au  0430 119 785

PROUDLY SUPPORTING STREETSMART & OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

https://www.rosiedisabilityservices.com.au/
mailto:info%40rosiedisabilityservices.com.au?subject=
https://bluelinetraining.com.au/
mailto:chris%40bluelinetraining.com.au?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/bluelinetrainers/
https://www.instagram.com/bluelinetrainingau/
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Ways to say 
no to drugs
You can say no. But, if 
you’re feeling nervous 
about delivering your 
“NO” with confidence 
try these tactics.
Assertiveness
Feel confident and comfortable 
expressing your decision to 
say no to drugs with short and 
simple phrases - “No, thank you,” 
“I’m not interested,” or “I don’t 
do drugs” to let people know you 
just don’t want to.

Knowledge is power
By understanding the potential 
physical, mental, and social 
effects of drugs you can 
strengthen your resolve to 
say no. Use the resources in 
this booklet or speak to your 
school counsellor.

Set personal boundaries
Understand your own values and 
priorities and be firm in sticking 
with your decisions. Define your 
limits and communicate them 
openly with friends, so there is 
no ambiguity about where you 
stand on drug use.

Resist peer pressure
Find like-minded friends who 
share similar values and goals.

Seek support
Know who the supportive adults 
or mentors are that you can turn 
to for guidance and support. 
Parents, teachers, counsellors, 
or other trusted adults can 
provide valuable advice, offer a 
listening ear, and help navigate 
challenging situations.

Engage in positive 
activities
Find activities that provide 
interest, fun, connection and 
passion. This could be sports, 
arts, clubs, community service, 
or other activities that provide 
a sense of purpose and create 
a like-minded social network.

Effects

Common effects of 
recreational drug use:
Altered perception and sensory distortions: Drugs like 
hallucinogens or psychedelics can cause visual and auditory 
hallucinations, changes in colours and patterns, and an altered sense 
of time. These effects can be disorienting and potentially lead to 
unpredictable or dangerous behaviours.

Impaired judgment and decision-making: Drugs like alcohol, 
cannabis, and stimulants can impair cognitive processes, inhibitions, 
and impulse control, increasing the likelihood of engaging in risky 
behaviours like unprotected sex, driving under the influence, or taking 
other dangerous substances.

Increased risk of substance abuse and addiction: Experimentation 
with recreational drugs at a young age can significantly increase the 
risk of developing substance abuse and addiction problems later in 
life. The developing brain of a young person is more vulnerable to 
the addictive properties of drugs, and early exposure can alter brain 
chemistry and increase the likelihood of dependence. 

Social and Interpersonal Consequences: Social lives and 
interpersonal relationships may lead to isolation from non-drug-using 
peers, loss of interest in previously enjoyed activities, and conflicts 
with family and friends. Drug use can also create a divide between 
individuals who use drugs and those who do not, leading to strained 
relationships and a loss of social support systems.

The effects of drug use can vary 
depending on the specific drug used, 
individual factors, frequency of use, 
and other contextual variables.

https://www.facebook.com/streetsmarthandbooks/
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Types of 
drugs
Any drug use carries risk! 
The effects of drugs can vary based 
on factors like the individual's 
physiology, dosage, and method 
of administration. Additionally, the 
illegal production and distribution of 
drugs can lead to unsafe substances 
and unpredictable outcomes. 
Prioritise your health and wellbeing 
by making informed decisions and 
seeking support if needed.

Cannabis, also known as marijuana 
or weed, is a plant-based drug 
that can lead to memory and 
concentration problems, decreased 
motivation, and potential mental 
health issues.

Stimulants include drugs like 
amphetamines (speed) and cocaine. 
Short-term effects may include 
increased heart rate, elevated blood 
pressure, and heightened focus. 
However, regular use can lead to 
addiction, anxiety, sleep disturbances, 
and serious health problems like 
heart and liver damage.

Hallucinogens can alter perception, 
thoughts, and feelings. The effects 
can vary widely depending on the 
individual and the dosage. However, 
hallucinogens carry the risk of 
triggering psychological distress, 
anxiety, and even long-lasting 
psychological issues.

MDMA, commonly known as ecstasy 
or ‘molly’, is a synthetic drug that 
produces a combination of stimulant 
and hallucinogenic effects. It can 
lead to overheating, dehydration, 
and serious health risks, including 
heart and kidney problems. It can 
also negatively impact mood, 
memory, and cognitive function.

Prescription medications can 
include opioids (codeine, oxycodone), 
benzodiazepines (Xanax, Valium), 
and stimulants (Adderall, Ritalin). 
Misusing prescription drugs can 
have severe consequences, including 
addiction, respiratory depression, 
and overdose.

Vapes cause harm

Help me quit
Here’s where to go for help quitting the vape!

Healthcare Providers: Visit a GP or a healthcare professional 
for personalised advice and access to quitting aids like nicotine 
replacement therapy or prescription medications.

Phone support: Call Quitline Australia (13 7848) for confidential 
support and counselling over the phone.

Online resources: Visit quit.org.au for a range of tools, including 
quitting plans, motivational tips, and educational materials about 
the risks of vaping and strategies for quitting.

Mobile apps: Apps like My QuitBuddy and QuitCoach can help 
you track your progress, manage cravings, and stay motivated 
throughout your quitting journey.

School counselling services: Ask a guidance/wellbeing staff 
member at school to provide information and resources including 
where you can join a local support group.

Can I legally vape?
No. It’s actually against the law for anyone to buy vapes containing 
nicotine without a prescription from your doctor.

It’s also against the law for retailers to sell any kind of vape or 
vaping accessory to children under 18 years old, or for anyone 
to buy a vape on their behalf.

More reforms in Australia are underway that will increase penalties 
for the importation, manufacture, supply, advertisement and 
possession in commercial quantities of unlawful vapes.

Facts & stats
	n Young people who try vapes are three times as likely to take 

up smoking as those who have never vaped.
	n More than 30% of young Australians (14–17 year-olds) have 

vaped.
	n More than 60% of 15–24-year-olds had never smoked when 

they started vaping.
	n Data from 2023 shows:

	n 1 in 7 Australians aged 14-17 years currently vape.
	n 1 in 5 Australians aged 18-24 currently vape.

	n Data from 2024 shows that nearly 1 in 2 Australians aged 18-24 
have tried to quit vaping.

Did you know … a single vape can contain the same 
amount of nicotine as 50 cigarettes?
Vaping is very harmful and can lead to addiction, poisoning, acute 
nicotine toxicity, respiratory problems and lung injury.

These battery-operated devices heat a liquid to produce a vapour 
that users inhale and are designed to deliver nicotine and/or other 
chemicals via an aerosol vapour directly to your lungs.

If you or someone you know 
is struggling with drug use, 
it’s important to reach out 
to a healthcare professional, 
counsellor, or helpline for 
assistance and guidance.



Harmful effects of smoking

Get help to quit smoking 
https://www.quit.org.

au/articles/about-
quitline-13-7848/

13 7848

www.quit.org.au

My 

QuitBuddy

My QuitBuddy
My QuitBuddy is an app that 
helps you get, and stay, smoke-
free. It provides helpful tips and 
distractions to overcome cravings, 
tracking systems 
to chart your 
progress and the 
facts to help you 
understand the 
impact smoking 
has on your 
health. 

Can I 
legally 
smoke?
It is illegal to sell or supply tobacco 
products to young people under 
the age of 18. In some states, 
the police can confiscate your 
cigarettes or other tobacco 
products if they think you are 
under 18. To find out more, visit 
the Youth Law Australia website at 
yla.org.au and select the state a 
state you live in or are visiting.

Smoking cigarettes can have numerous harmful effects on young people.  
Here are some facts highlighting the risks and dangers associated with smoking:

Health problems
Increased respiratory issues such as 
coughing, wheezing, and asthma. 
Potential to develop chronic 
conditions like bronchitis, and 
emphysema and life-threatening 
diseases like lung cancer, heart 
disease, and stroke later in life.

Physical fitness
Chemicals such as nicotine and carbon 
monoxide reduces lung capacity, 

leading to decreased endurance, 
reduced stamina, and poor overall 
physical performance. This can 

affect participation in sports, 
recreational activities, and overall 
fitness levels.

Addiction
Nicotine is an addictive substance that can lead 
to dependence. Smoking at a young age put you 
at higher risk of developing nicotine addiction, 
which can be difficult to overcome.

Grades
Smoking can have a negative impact 
on academic performance as young 
smokers are more likely to have decreased 
concentration, impaired 

memory, and reduced 
cognitive abilities.

Cost
Smoking is an expensive 
habit. Spend your money and 
things that bring you joy!

Secondhand smoke
Don’t put others at risk too. Your smoke may 

increase the risk of respiratory problems, asthma 
attacks, ear infections, and other health issues in 
those around you.

https://www.quit.org.au/articles/about-quitline-13-7848/
https://www.quit.org.au/articles/about-quitline-13-7848/
https://www.quit.org.au/articles/about-quitline-13-7848/
http://www.quit.org.au
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/quit-now-my-quitbuddy/id527485761
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.theprojectfactory.quitbuddy
http://yla.org.au


Quality Tile & Waterproofi ng Work
Upgrade your home with stunning 

tile installations.

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

0421 376 811
divinetilingco@gmail.com

https://brand.site/Divinetiling

Ph: 1800 255 472 | www.jobtrail.co
At JobTrail, we believe that people are the driving 

force behind any successful business. We work with 
Job-seekers, Employers and our Nations youth to 

increase Indigenous participation and provide 
outcomes for all. 

This happens in the form of Education, Employment 
and Training. JobTrail is committed to building 
long term sustainable working relationships 
with Community and our Corporate partners.

Proudly Supporting Str� tsmart 
& The Local Kids

  My Boss Project 
Management Services 

Mob: 0428 111 126

Email: richard@myboss.services 

www.myboss.services

Helping support the Neighbourhood Watch 
and the youth in the local community 

Home improvement

J 2 D E S I G N . C O M . A U
J 2 _ D E S I G N _ A U J 2 D E S I G N A U

Get in touch for any 
State Government 

matter or issue that 
is important to you.

Proud supporter of the 
Victorian PCYC 

Streetsmart Handbook.

State Labor Member
for Narre Warren South

gary.maas@parliament.vic.gov.au

garymaas.org.au

GaryMaasMP

8783 6959

GaryMaasNWS
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CMY
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mailto:gary.maas%40parliament.vic.gov.au?subject=
https://www.garymaas.org.au/
https://www.instagram.com/garymaasmp/
https://www.facebook.com/GaryMaasNWS/
mailto:divinetilingco%40gmail.com?subject=
https://brand.site/Divinetiling
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61569180947612
https://www.facebook.com/j2designau
https://www.instagram.com/j2_design_au
https://www.j2design.com.au/
https://myboss.services/
mailto:richard%40myboss.services?subject=
https://jobtrail.co/
https://www.facebook.com/JobTrailATSI/


If you are experiencing 
tough times or need support, 
my team and I can help out. 

Get in touch on 4625 3344 or by email at 
campbelltown@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Authorised by Greg Warren MP, Shop 3, 72 Queen Street, Campbelltown, NSW, 2560 Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

Greg Warren MP
Member for Campbelltown

Parliamentary Secretary to the Deputy Premier
Parliamentary Secretary for Education and Early Learning

Parliamentary Secretary for Western Sydney

Proud Supporter of Streetsmart Handbooks.

PORT PIRIE: 08 8633 1210     PORT AUGUSTA: 08 8642 3633
www.geoff brock.com.au

I’m here to 
listen!

If you have 
any questions 
about State 
Government 
issues, don’t 
hesitate to call 
me at one of my 
offi ces below.

At ever present counselling, we believe in a person-centred 
approach that prioritises your unique journey. Our evidence-
based methods ensure that you receive the most eff ective 
support tailored to your needs.
Transform your life with trauma-informed therapy and support.
We understand life can get busy; therefore, we off er after-hours 
and weekends.

For a full breakdown of our services visit
www.everpresentcounselling.com
Mob: 0431 120 126

@everpresentcounselling

Proudly supporting Streetsmart and 
our local schools and students.

mailto:campbelltown%40parliament.nsw.gov.au?subject=
https://www.geoffbrock.com.au/
https://everpresentcounselling.com/
https://www.instagram.com/everpresentcounselling
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You can follow many pathways out of the 
school grounds.
It could be an apprenticeship, traineeship, 
cadetship or further study. Maybe you want 
to head straight into the workforce, start a 
business or take a gap year to think about 
it some more.
While it is great to have options, you do not have to lock 
yourself into one while you are still finding out what you like.

It is good to have a plan, and maybe even a back-up plan, 
to work towards while you are at school. It will keep you 
focused and motivated.

Keep discussing your options with your parents/guardians, 
friends, teachers and people you look up to.

When 
school 
ends

https://smarthandbooks.com.au/
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Apprenticeships, 
traineeships 
and cadetships
Apprenticeships, traineeships and 
cadetships combine training and work 
that will lead to a formal qualification.
Examples of apprenticeships range from trades like an electrician, 
plumber, carpenter or hairdresser.

Usually, your employer will pay your training and you study and work 
at the same time.

This is great way to get a qualification because you are studying and 
learning on the job while also earning a wage.

Many companies offer this type of employment, so you need to check 
their websites individually to seek out the opportunities available.

Visit www.aapathways.com.au to:

	n Get information about apprenticeship pathways
	n Speak with a career adviser
	n Decide which industry suits you best (take the quiz!)
	n Find out about employment opportunities.

https://www.facebook.com/streetsmarthandbooks/
http://www.aapathways.com.au
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University
About 30 per cent of students go 
direct to university from school. 
There are however alternative 
pathways by transferring from 
recognised VET studies or 
undertaking bridging or foundation 
programs to help prepare students 
for university courses.

When considering going straight to 
university, it is important to explore 
course requirements including 
prerequisite Year 11 and 12 subjects.

There are other things to consider 
like the cost of university study, 
and associated living expenses like 
course materials, petrol, travel, even 
the possibility of needing to move 
out of home.

Visit the Youth Central website for 
a full guide on what to study and 
where, choosing a course and how 
to apply –  
www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/
study-and-training/university-
and‑tafe

Private courses
Many private education and training 
centres exist, offering certificates 
in a range of industries from 
administration to beauty therapy, 
hospitality to fitness.

It is quite easy to search the web for 
local courses that will lead to specific 
skills training by entering the job 
you want.

TAFE
TAFE and training courses can give you the skills to work in hundreds 
of industries.

This kind of training will also provide pathways for further training 
and better careers.

Qualifications include:

	n Certificate I courses – basic skills that can be used 
in simple jobs

	n Certificate II courses – train participants for entry-level 
positions or apprenticeships

	n Certificate III courses – help develop skills, knowledge 
and problem-solving abilities

	n Certificate IV courses – training for supervisory and 
management positions

	n Diploma courses – skills in professional, technical or 
creative fields

	n Advanced Diploma – high-level skills in technical, 
professional and creative fields

	n Graduate Certificate and Graduate Diploma – 
equivalent to a university degree with Honours.

For information about TAFE courses in all 
states and territories visit:
Australian Capital Territory
cit.edu.au

New South Wales
tafensw.edu.au

Northern Territory
https://www.tafecourses.com.
au/courses/northern-territory/

Queensland
qtac.edu.au

South Australia
tafesa.edu.au/courses

Tasmania
tastafe.tas.edu.au

Victoria
tafe.vic.gov.au/s/

Western Australia
fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au

There are many pathways to get a qualification through further 
study including university, TAFE and specialised courses.

https://smarthandbooks.com.au/
http://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/study-and-training/university-and-tafe
http://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/study-and-training/university-and-tafe
http://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/study-and-training/university-and-tafe
https://cit.edu.au/
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/
https://www.tafecourses.com.au/courses/northern-territory/
https://www.tafecourses.com.au/courses/northern-territory/
https://www.qtac.edu.au/
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/courses
https://www.tastafe.tas.edu.au/
https://tafe.vic.gov.au/s/
https://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au/
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Employment
A paid job means your own money, which can lead to freedom and the 
chance to learn, do new things and even help out your parents/guardians 
with a few of your expenses like your mobile phone or subscriptions.

Getting your first job is not always easy, and people often have to apply 
for a number of jobs before they are successful. Do not get discouraged, 

learn where you can improve and keep applying – it is like everything, 
as you get more experience in interviews, you will become 

more successful.

Finding jobs on formal advertising channels like  
seek.com.au, local noticeboards or newspapers are 

a good place to start.

However, about 80 per cent of jobs are never 
formally advertised so ask your friends, family 
members and other networks if they know of any 
work opportunities.

Also, make a list of the places you would like to 
work and just rock up and ask if there are any 
vacancies. This is a first-impressions situation 
so treat it like an interview. Dress appropriately, 
speak clearly and have a resume with a cover 
letter that you can leave behind.

When it comes to junior positions, 
employers are interested in employability 
skills that allow people to do their jobs 
while acknowledging the candidate may 
not have all the technical knowledge. In 
other words, employing young people 
is a great way for companies to be 
able to train staff. This means showing 
your potential employer that you are 
good at communication, teamwork 
and problem-solving will be a great 
start. Then provide examples of your 
initiative and plannings/organisation 
skills and most of all, your willingness to 
learn. In the world we live in, technology 

skills across social media, web and other 
electronic communication will be a plus!

Paying for ongoing study
Paying fees is a fact of life, and paying for further education is not 
exempt. Once you have decided on a course and where you would like to 
study, ensure you can cover expenses of course fees and also living costs 
while you study.

These are some of your options:

	n Pay all fees upfront before the course starts – the dream scenario but 
not always achievable!

	n Get a government loan – visit www.studyassist.gov.au
	n Apply for a study scholarship – visit www.scholarships.org.au
	n Do an apprenticeship or cadetship –  

www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au
	n Get student income support – https://www.humanservices.gov.au/

individuals/services/centrelink
	n Work and study at the same time

https://www.facebook.com/streetsmarthandbooks/
http://seek.com.au
http://www.studyassist.gov.au
http://www.scholarships.org.au
http://www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink


  

Phone: (02) 9625 6770   Email: mountdruitt@parliament.nsw.gov.au  
Office: Suite 201, Westfield Shoppingtown, Carlisle Avenue, Mt Druitt  
Authorised by Edmond Atalla MP, Suite 201 Westfield Shoppingtown, Mount Druitt funded using parliamentary entitlements. 

I am here to help 
you – please 
contact my office.

Edmond Atalla MP
MEMBER FOR MOUNT DRUITT

Parliamentary Secretary for Police and Counter-terrorism

Proud supporter of the 
NSW Streetsmart Handbook

Authorised by Dr Joe McGirr MP, Member for Wagga Wagga, 64 Baylis Street, Wagga Wagga

Get in touch to provide
feedback or discuss any
concerns

64 Baylis Street, Wagga Wagga

(02) 6921 1622

www.joemcgirr.com.au

waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Certifi ed mental health & wellbeing coaching
Helping you navigate anxiety and stress with holistic, 

evidence-based & trauma-informed coaching.

Mob: 0477 477 725   Email: han@restorewithhannah.com.au

A Community Minded Business Proudly Supporting our Local Neighbourhood Watch

www.restorewithhannah.com.au    Find Us On   

How can I support you?
Online coaching sessions - Walk & talk in nature 

- Mentoring - Workplace mental health

Contact us about becoming 
an Apprentice, Trainee or 
Host Employer.

cvgt.com.au
Call  132 848

@cvgtemployment

Aspiring talent and businesses that need it
We bring together

Our Apprenticeships 
& Traineeships 
(Group Training) 
program will support 
you every step  
of the way.

Unlock success with CVGT Employment 
Apprenticeships & Traineeships (Group Training) 
- where apprentices and trainees gain secure, 
high-quality placements with expert support, 
while businesses access job-ready talent 
without the administrative burden.

www.beyondblue.org.au
1300 22 4636

https://www.cvgt.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/cvgtemployment/
https://www.instagram.com/cvgtemployment/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cvgtemployment/
mailto:mountdruitt%40parliament.nsw.gov.au?subject=
mailto:waggawagga%40parliament.nsw.gov.au?subject=
https://joemcgirr.com.au/
https://www.restorewithhannah.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/restorewithhannah
http://www.instagram.com/restore.with.hannah
mailto:han%40restorewithhannah.com.au?subject=
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Doing work 
experience
Ask employers in 
your field of interest 
if you can do an 
internship for a small 
amount of pay or 
a short-term work 
experience stint that 
might help you get 
your foot in the door.

Studying
Consider a short 
course, even an 
online course, to 
get more skills and 
knowledge so you’re 
ready when you start 
university or TAFE.

Travelling
Explore your own 
state, country or 
head overseas for 
an adventure.

Volunteering
Do this in your 
community to 
contribute.

Getting a 
paid job
Part-time or 
casual is fine.

Taking a gap year
A ‘gap year’ means taking a year off between finishing 
high school and starting further study or training.
A gap year might be an option if you:

	n Didn’t get into the course you 
wanted and want to take a 
year to reconsider your options 
and apply again

	n Need a break from studying

	n Want to get some skills and 
experience under your belt 
before embarking on a course

	n Want to work and save money 
in preparation for more study

You can take a gap year even if you have been accepted into a course 
by deferring your studies.

What to do during a gap year
We are pretty sure that mum, dad, carers, even housemates, wouldn’t 
be too keen about seeing you on the couch for a year. A gap year 
is a great time to do a combination of deciding your 
future, earning some money, discovering what you 
love and exploring the big wide world.

Make it a year to remember by:

Starting a 
business
While your experience and 
qualifications may be a little 
light-on since you have just 
finished school, starting a 
business is always an option 
if you have a particular talent, 
skill or passion.

There are programs out there 
aimed at helping young 
people build enterprise skills 
and develop innovative ideas.

For ideas about starting 
a business visit:

New South Wales
service.nsw.gov.au/guide/
start-or-grow-business-nsw

Northern Territory
nt.gov.au/industry/start-run-
and-grow-a-business

Queensland
business.qld.gov.au/starting-
business/planning/business-
success

South Australia
business.sa.gov.au/start-
your-business

Tasmania
business.tas.gov.au/starting

Victoria
business.vic.gov.au/setting-
up-a-business/how-to-start-
a-business

Western Australia
smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/
business-advice/starting-
your-business

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/guide/start-or-grow-business-nsw
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/guide/start-or-grow-business-nsw
https://nt.gov.au/industry/start-a-business
https://nt.gov.au/industry/start-a-business
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/starting-business/starting-buying/planning/key-elements
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/starting-business/starting-buying/planning/key-elements
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/starting-business/starting-buying/planning/key-elements
https://business.sa.gov.au/services/start-a-business
https://business.sa.gov.au/services/start-a-business
https://www.business.tas.gov.au/starting
https://business.vic.gov.au/business-information/start-a-business
https://business.vic.gov.au/business-information/start-a-business
https://business.vic.gov.au/business-information/start-a-business
https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/starting-and-growing
https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/starting-and-growing
https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/starting-and-growing
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Schoolies
School’s out, the future’s wide open, and 
Schoolies is your chance to celebrate the end of 
exams and the start of something new. Whether 
you’re heading to the Gold Coast, Torquay, Byron 
Bay or beyond, Schoolies is a rite of passage 
and an epic way to unwind with your mates and 
make memories that last a lifetime. From coastal 
hotspots like Dunsborough and Victor Harbor 
to national parks in the NT or island escapes like 
Bali and Fiji, the options are endless.

Check out www.schoolies.com to plan your 
unforgettable time away.

https://smarthandbooks.com.au/
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What to watch out for 
during Schoolies
Take some simple precautions so you can enjoy 
yourself without putting yourself or your future at risk. 
Some issues to be aware of include:

	n Physical injuries: When outside, even on the beach, keep your 
shoes on and watch for broken glass and syringes. Don’t sit down 
without checking behind you.

	n Drowning: Don’t drink or take drugs and swim.
	n Theft: Don’t leave your stuff unattended on the beach. Take it in 

turns to look after everyone’s stuff. 
	n Drink spiking: Assume that anyone is capable of spiking your 

drink. Lots of drink spiking is actually done by people you know 
adding more alcohol (as opposed to other drugs) into your drink. 
Don’t leave your drinks sitting around and if you do, ditch them 
and buy new drinks. Buy drinks with lids you have to open yourself 
and don’t accept water from anyone either.

	n Sexual assault: Going off with a stranger puts you at high risk, 
especially if you have been drinking, so don’t go to a private place 
such as a hotel room with someone you don’t know. Catch a cab at 
the end of the night rather than walking the streets.

	n Brawls: Avoid groups of people who seem to be wandering 
without purpose. Violence tends to spread through a crowd, 
so don’t hang around to watch if a brawl starts.

	n Drugs: If you decide to take drugs, make sure you tell your friends 
what kind so they can give this information to ambulance officers 
or other medical staff in case of an overdose. Avoid mixing drugs 
with alcohol or other drugs.

Safety tips for Schoolies
	n Obey the house rules so you don’t get kicked out of your 

accommodation
	n Keep your hotel room locked when you’re not there
	n Stick with your friends and watch out for each other
	n Walk to and from the main schoolies area in groups
	n Never wander off alone and avoid going off with strangers
	n Agree with your friends beforehand where to meet if you 

get separated
	n Make sure your phone is charged
	n Carry condoms and use them if you are having sex
	n Don’t drink or take drugs and drive
	n Trust your senses – if you feel unsafe, move away from the situation

Before you go to Schoolies
It’s a good idea to plan ahead. Suggestions include:

	n Arrange travel insurance
	n Take your Medicare card with you just in case
	n Make sure you have ambulance cover and, if you have private 

health insurance, know what you’re covered for
	n Have a think about your values regarding sex, alcohol and drugs. 

Decide what you’re prepared to do and where you will draw 
the line

	n Have a chat to the friends you’re going with to find out where 
you all stand. Plan ways you will look out for each other.

https://www.facebook.com/streetsmarthandbooks/
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Support services
These organisations provide information for young people and their parents and carers who 
may need support. They provide excellent resources, stories from people with lived experience, 
and information to guide better mental health in young people. Some also offer counselling 
and direct services.

reachout.comraisingchildren.net.au 

bullyingnoway.gov.au

You can also join a ReachOut Online 
Community forum that is free, 
anonymous and available 24/7 for 
people aged 14-25 in Australia.

This website is designed for Australian 
parents, teachers and carers. It provides 
up-to-date, evidence-based, scientifically 
validated information about raising 
children up to 18 years and tips for parents 
and carers to look after themselves.

This website provides information, 
resources and support services for 
young children, students, parents and 
teachers on a range of bullying issues 
and related matters.

1800 650 890

eheadspace.org.au

1800 184 527

qlife.org.au

headspace is the National Youth 
Mental Health Foundation. They began 
in 2006, and ever since have provided 
early intervention mental health services 
to 12-25-year-olds.

QLife provides anonymous and free 
LGBTIQ+ peer support and referral 
for people in Australia wanting to talk 
about sexuality, identify, gender, bodies, 
feelings or relationships.

1800 55 1800

kidshelpline.com.au

Kids Helpline is Australia’s only free, 
confidential 24/7 online and phone 
counselling service for young people 
aged 5 to 25. Qualified counsellors at Kids 
Helpline are available via WebChat, phone 
or email anytime and for any reason.

13 11 14

lifeline.org.au

1800 953 390

lifestart.org.au myan.org.au

Lifeline is a national charity providing 
all Australians experiencing emotional 
distress with access to 24-hour crisis 
support and suicide prevention services. 
They are committed to empowering 
Australians to be suicide-safe.

Lifestart supports young people 
living with a disability. It also helps 
communities to become more inclusive. 
This organisation is a registered National 
Disability Insurance Scheme provider 
offering flexible, person-centred support.

Multicultural Youth Advisory Network 
engages young people from around 
Australia from refugee and migrant 
backgrounds. Find out more about 
its work including the National Youth 
Ambassadors Network by visiting  
myan.org.au where you can be 
connected to your local state body.

1300 22 4636

beyondblue.org.au

13 92 76

www.13yarn.org.au

Beyond Blue provides information and 
support to help everyone in Australia 
achieve their best possible mental 
health, whatever their age and wherever 
they live.

Confidential one-on-one yarning 
opportunity for mob who are feeling 
overwhelmed or having difficulty coping. 
Speak with a Lifeline-trained Aboriginal 
& Torres Strait Islander Crisis Supporter.

If you are suffering from an eating 
disorder, or suspect one of your friends 
might be, find out more and get support 
from the Butterfly Foundation.

1800 33 4673

butterfly.org.au

https://smarthandbooks.com.au/
https://au.reachout.com/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/
https://au.reachout.com/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/
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https://kidshelpline.com.au/
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https://www.lifeline.org.au/
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https://myan.org.au/
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Sport and Recreation Surfaces provide a 
complete range of sport surface products 
and equipment, complimented by quality 
workmanship with every installation.
Specialising In Hard Court, Indoor Court 
& Synthetic Installations, Resurfacing, 
Maintenance and Equipment.

Contact us today to discuss a quote

Mob: 0400 629 885 
Email: loccy@sportandrecsurfaces.com.au

PROUDLY SUPPORTING STREETSMART 
& OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS

Sport and Recreation Surfaces is an owner 
operated business based in Perth providing our 
services state wide.

For a full breakdown of our services please visit
www.sportandrecsurfaces.com.au

https://sportandrecsurfaces.com.au/
mailto:loccy%40sportandrecsurfaces.com.au?subject=

